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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET- 
BOIGNY CONGRATULATING HIM ON HIS RE-ELECTION 

REE: ABIDJAN 9758 

1 . EMBASSY REQUESTED TRANSMIT TO PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET- 
BOINGY FOLLOWING MESSAGE: QUOTE: DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

ON BEHALE OE THE PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES OE AMERICA, I EXTEND CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR RE- 
ELECTION AS PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF IVORY COAST. UN- 
DER YOUR WISE AND EXPERIENCED LEADERSHIP, IVORY COAST HAS 
MADE REMARKABLE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL PROGRESS IN THE 15 
YEARS SINCE INDEPENCE. I AM CONFIDENT YOUR NEW MANDATE 
WILL LEAD FURTHER TO STRENGTHENING OF THE CLOSE AND 
FRIENDLY RELATIONS EXSISTING BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. 
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SINCERELY, GERALD R. FORD. UNQUOTE. 
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2. WHITE HOUSE DOES NOT PLAN RET .EASE BUT HAS NO OBJECTION 

RELEASE BY GOIC. 

KISSINGER 
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